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The Iowa Review www.jstor.org ® silence that had never been broken. The first star began to shine, and I said to myself that this pure surface had lain here thousands of years in sight only of stars."
In the same book, Saint-Exup?ry refers to local tribes as "my barbarians," says they were "quite ready to acknowledge French overlordship," and casually mentions that "There was no ques tion but that they would, by their submission, be materially better off." But these were not the passages on which I chose to dwell. 
